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HOPE.
Action of the Produce Exchange for

the Relief of the Poor*

.SPEECHES BY PROMINENT CLERGYMEN.

Dr. John Hall on the Condition of
the Working People.

Heal Stories of Destitution, Miseryand Sorrow.

"10 TOOD, 10 COIL, HO WOOD."

Oliarity's .A_ppeal to
Woman.

Practical Sympathy and
Generous Gifts.

J

Condition of the Poor in Newarkand Brooklyn.

'GRATITUDE OF POOS MRS. PORD.

The silver lining or hope has begun to dawn
lipon the black cloud or despair that was encompassingtbe suffering and destitute poor or tnu

kity. Below will be lound tbe report o( a meeting
b( prominent mercnauts, wno have resolved tbat
ktiis terrible distress shall be promptlyretiered.Less prominent citizens have also come
korward with their special help, anil in their comUnunicationa.which win be tound In another coltimn,U will be seen thai these hard times bave
eoitened many a heart that has probably been very
mncharltably considered to be given up to selilsnmess.That all this sympathy is needed no reader
will donbt, when the recitals ol poverty and destitutionmet wltn by tbe visitors 01 St John's Guild
jure read and thoughtfully considered.

JFKODUCE flLKKCilAJiiS TU THE
FEINT.

jBelUf H«etlng »t tbe Produce Exchange
TCftorgif.Intcrcitlng Addresses by

~ Job« Hall. Rer. A. Wlavrall, Her.
b. 1L Peaae and Rer. H. Newton.A
Committee of FKteen Appointed to SolicitSubscriptions.
The meeting at the Produce Exchange yesfterdayaiternoon was characterized by the

^earnest promptnesa and despatch usual In
business meetings In this city. There was but
little applause. The speeches were short and
fcrlsp and listened to with serious attention, and
do time was wasted in idle discussion. At a

quarter past two o'clock Mr. Franklin Edson, the
(President, called the meeting to order, and at
three o'clock it was already adjourned. The memberso( the Exchange who attended included nine
tenths of the produce merchants usually doing
(business on the floor, and as there were bnt few
(Beats most of the auditors had to staud upon the
floor, on the staircase and wherever they could
And sufficient space. It was a large gathering,
.comprising many of our most respectable and
"wealthy merchants, and the committee for solicitingsubscriptions which was appointed will undoubtedlybe able to relieve hundreds and hundreds
-of the suffering through

the generosity ant) benevolence
Of the members of the Exchange.

In calling the meeting to order the Chairmaw
said:.This meeting has been called at the request
K>r seventy-flve members of tbe Exchange for the
(purpose of considering what steps should be taken
to relieve the suffering poor of the city, and In
order that we mav act understanding? in this
matter we have invited several gentlemen, who
are more familiar with the subject than any of as,
to address yon on this occasion. I take pleasure
in introducing to you the Kev. Dr. John HalU
(Applause.)

DR. HALL'S ADDRESS.
The Rev. Dr. Hall was then introduced and

Spoke as follows
Mr. President and Gentlemen.I have no particularknowledge on this subject that is not within

,the reach of every gentleman in the city, nor have
I any special wisdom to suggest a system that had
better be adopted. In the early part of this winterwe were threatened with a panic on the subjectof want nearly as alarming as the panic In
commercial circles. Measures were proposed for
relief on a large scale, the very discussion of which
attracted to the city many persons who otherwise
would have taken care 01 themselves in the country.\> e must take care that we do not repeat

THIS HAZARDOUS PROCEEDING
In any public action, more particularly at this moment,when the worst, I think, has Deen reached,
,and when things mmt rapidly improve. It appearsto me that the machinery Of benevolence in
this city is sufficiently extended already, and I
should regard it as a public calamity If It were enlarged.The channels are cut and open, and all
rthat can be required is a sufficiently large current
to flow in tnein and to flow to the proper quarter,
I would eveu gu to the length of adding that
mnougn flows alieady in these channels, If it could
be confined to those who have just claims on benevolence.It would .ppear to me to be wise lor
this body, assuming that you propose to give some
pecuniary aid,

from among yourselves to examine the existing
agencies and determine which o! them you can use
with most advantage. It win be good for the mem-
bers of the committee and not had for tne churlUea.
There la a lurtuer suggestion I would resnectfnlly
make.namely, that you employ all you can, even
though It be at some inconvenience. Better to let
$100 go la that way to men under your own eyes
than to cut some off, save the money and give it as
a subscription. So. the ladies at home might have
a hint from you that you would honor any billa for
seamstresses, If not In making up new things, at
least in that neceasary work ut revising old gar-
jnents, which ladies so wen understand. iAp*
guause.) Nearly every house has some

RRI.AriOMS WITH ruoa FAMTI.IM
from among which persons may ne selected as
charwomen, porters, errand boys, and so lorth.
Look teem up for yourselves and aid them where
It is wanted. And above ail things keep up a
cheerful tone. In ray opinion, formed on such expeitenceas a working clergyman has, and his opportunitiesof observation, and on the returns
made by public institutions, there Is no real cause
lor alarm. To show you the grounds on wtiicb I
rest the more cheerful view of things let me give
you a classification of the poor as they present
themselves to my view. There are Aral of au, the
paupera, criminals and unfortunates.

A VERY TN FEI.ICTT008 OROCFrNO,which i hope will be amended, lor whom the Commissionersot Chanties and Correction provide at
the rate of nearly $i,iko,ouo a year, il insufficient,tinder proper management this can be increasedeasily. Tne Commissioner* report that they now
give outdoor reilei to over jj.ooo Demons. Sec-
ondiy, we nave tne class ot emigrants wno have
not yet been Ave years In the country, who themselvesprovide a fund for their care as they comeand lor whom the Commissioners ot Emigrationprovide at the rate of $500,000 a year. Then we
have, thirdly, men out 01 employment, becausetrade organizations, with Which tney have voluntarilyassociated themselves, do not sanction theirwording except on conditions

TO WHICH MPUOTKRfl OVWrR.J pity the wives and children o' these men, hut Ttor one do not feel tne force of these men's claimsjor public reimf. (Applause.) Nor do i believethat auy considerable number of American workmenwill sustain inelr claim to public aid. (Applause)But I have had a man ask me for flitycents who candidly told me he could not andwould not work for less than %t> a day. Then
there remains s lourth class.the respectablepoor-BOt included In any of these and eminently.leacrvlttf of sympathy in their difficult ies. But
the respectable poor will be tound in some one or
other of the churches, and I h<*d it to be

TBI Itl'TV or TUB Clll Ri 11KS
to take care of tbein and keep them in the
churches. iAnnlauae.1 M«t of Utem do. and tt

NEW YO
la wise policy to Mop thorn In mod connection*
sua to aid mem in aocb channels for manj obviousreoaoua Mow, it U be *aid that out portion
oi tht> population auil remain* unnoticed in
this ciasai acation, 1 call your attention to the to t
that there are in title city, according to publiahed
statistics. which have not been oontraaicied. 314
organised charitable and rehjrtona societies, receivingand dinbursing 12,500,000. Au examinationof these will furnish information as to agencea through which to give aid wltn wisdom and
real ueeiulneea. It will o« apparent that 1 do not

Tin SO (IMIOMT A View
or things as tome do. When I remember that the
fuuctioua oi govprnmeui are noi to find employmentlor tne people, and that the attempt has alwaysbpen mischievous; tuat we demoralize a

population wbei. we invite it* memb rs to become
dependent; that there are certain uaturai motives
to thrill, economy and forethought which we
should not weaken ; that there isao large a pi ©portionof the country's wealth as $1j0,ouG,0oo in savingsbanks belonging to tne working people; tnat
the number employed in irade industries in New
York is under liO.OOO.1 cannot lealize that three
months' diminished employment should create
nny appal.me necessity, ani 1 should deprecate
any actiou that would leave a

KKSUHTM OK 1'K.KMANKNT lOrKNDRNCn.
(Applause.) When you give, therefore, gentlemen,lei it be as geuer usi> as you will, lor I never
kuew any one permanent!' injnred by giving too
much; but let it be given with a true idea oi the
(acts of the case, lor J have known many permanentlyinjured by too much receiving. (Appiause.)

KKUaitKS )Y KB. WISWALL.
The Rev. Alvah Wiswall, or St. John'* Guild, then

addressed the meeting. It had ueeu the expeiieuce
or ciercynitn geueruliy that they were nut oiten
sen i tur t»jr gentlemen who were lu good health and
had lull pockets. (Applause.) He uaJ been trying
since he had been >u this building to ascertain how
they oiade their money, but he gave it up, and
wou.d uow only try to find out how to get hold of
It. He hoped that the committee suggested by
Kev. jobu Hall would spend a lew hours m the
oittce of the St. John's Guild. In the Filth and
Eighth wards there were some 1,000 amilies in
great dist ess, and in the downtown districts a
large population had prowu up without a shadow
of instruction as to their duties toward religion
and society. He tiad seen hundreds of woi.ieu and
children who had to breathe the impure air or
tenements and could not go out because they bad
no clothes to put on their backs. The St. John's
Guild bad a laige number ol visitors, some of whom
were occupants of tenements themselves, and with
every poor larnliy In neea and with every charitablemerchan i they left a card directing them to
the oftlce ol the Guild. They had rooms tree 01 expense,every waiter gave his services gratuitous.y,
and all they wanted was oatmeal or some other
loud to

FRED THESE HUNORT THOUSANDS.
We would ask tnem rather lor the produce in
wuicb they dealt than for money, and 11 sufficient
donations were to flow in to extend the chanty to
other dmtnct.8 the same plan could be carried out
In the Ku eenih ward, with the aid 01 Dr. Deems.
Over l&o families had been vutited this (lay by the
visitors of at, Jotiu's Guild. A poor woman had
asked mm Just before ne came here. "For God's
sake visit me," aud when visited it was found that
her nusbaud, although he had offered to work or
$4 a week, had found it impossible to obiain employment,and that the family were actually sufferingthe terrible pangs of hunger, isuch unirecedenteildistress called Tor prompt action on the
part of the charitable citizens ol New York.

A M KUCHA NT'S MOTION.
Mr. A. E. Orii, or David D<>ws A Co., No. 20 South

street, moved that a committee of fifteen be appointedto solicit subscriptions among toe membersol the Exchange lor ine distribution among
such societies as the committee might select. Mr.
Orr said, in explanation of his motion, that he
would not like to say a word in opposition to the
views advanced by the gentlemen who had spoken
beiore him. However he knew that there were a
great many

DESERTTNO POOR PEOPLE
in this vast city who could not be relieved by the
Institutions mentioned by the Rev. John Hall, lie
knew tnat uunest, deserving people could be
relieved better by private tnan by public charity,
as many 01 thciai were too proud and too modest
to claim public charity. He lelt thoroughly conIvinced that there was a vast amouut ot suffering
among these classes o' pooi people ami hoped that
the meeting would not adjourn without taking
some action in the matter. He trusted that the
ooject 01 the meeting would not he lost sight of and
that they would raise some money on the spot.
cAppLause.)

speech op mr. pease.
Rev. L. to. I'kask, of the Five Points Mission,

said he was glad to be able to speak lor the poor.
Last evening, when he was invited to come here,
he said cheeriuliy that he would go, but nad had
no opportunity to col.ect many tacts on this eu >jeer.He was engaged wiih the poor in 1866 and
1S67, and what the poor passed through then wag
very distinct In his memory. There were two
cusses 01 poor.the homeless poor, the floating
population 01 N«w Yi rk, and the poor families,

widows without supiokt,
but with many children. Ac. The class for which
tne Least provlslou was made was composed of
the many worthy poor families in this oily who
were without sufficient means ol support. Upon
the register of the Five Points Mission
tnere were the names ol 425 lamllies who
were receiving assistance from the institution
regularly, and this uumber was Increasing every
week. These faral les suffered in silence, and no
public demonstration Uuonned the public oi the
miseries wnich thev necessarily undergo. He was
called to a deserving poor tamllj tuis morning aud
found them to be id a lum.shing condition. The
father declared that he must take his children to a
soup house as they were all suffering the sharp
pangs oi hunger, Me knew of his personal experiencethat there were a great many lamiiies in this
city who lor mouths past had only had one meal a
day, and that probably consisted of but one piece
of bread. A family with five child;en came to his
notice last year, who, alter they had sold every littlething they had and paid their very last penuy for
rent, came to tne Mission and said, "Will you give
us something 1*> a little girt of ten years came to
the speaker the other day and

ASKF.D PiTKOUSLY FOR BREAO,
and her sunken cheeks told a sad tale of starvation.Another little girl met bim on a cold, bitter
morning this winter and said, "I sleep cold; can
ou not give me a quilt ?" He said to the wretched

little wan, "My dear child, the last quilt is
gone. Your only hope is In God. Go and
pray to the Lord." The little girl replied
tnat she bud been praying and praying
for nights, but tnat as yet no qolit had
tuuic. ».en, nuuir i/uc iu lyrubjm nc-n iuu ucaiu
o: this incident, and two weeks alter a quilt came
by express. He had to pay about |1 25 express
charges, but the woman who had sent the quilt,
and who wa3 herselt poor, returned the money by
mail. He would say to them that, notwithstanding
his experience among the poor 0/ New York lor
the past twenty-three years, he could scarcely
remember a time when the distress was more
general or mote bitterly reir. And they had not
seen the worst or it. Rev. John Hall had not seen
the worst 0: It. There were numbers of families
who had to sell every article 01 comiort or convenienceto buy lood. Trie best portion of the poor
had never yet told their miseries. He would not
occupy the ti.tne ol tne meeting auy longer, knowing
that his hearers were all business men; but 11 they
had had time he could have told them of thrilling
incident wlt.hout number, showing the dreadful
destitution which prevailed this winter. He went
into the schoolroom ot tne Mission one morulng
and said to tne little children, "Ail 01 you whose
parents are two months in arrears with their rent
raise their hands." They would have been sadly
astonished 11 they had counted the number of childrenwho raised their hands. The better classes
of laboring men must be relieved, and he hoped
tne Produce Kx> tiange would lend a helping band
In this great work.

a MOTION FOR HAST*.
Mr. Steers moved an amendment to Mr. Orr's

motion. Large bodies moved slowly, he said; this
was a well known iact. Wmie tne Fifteen would
be trying to come together some people niignt
starve, lie moved that a Committee of Five be
appointed to solicit subscriptions, yet expressed
the hope that some money would be given on the
spot.

untold destitution.
Rev. FIbber Newton was then introduced by

the Chair, ana gave some interesting statistics in
regard to the "bread and beef nouse" in the
Tweuty-second ward showing the enormous quantitiesof meat, rice, milk, coal, Ac., which had
been distributed, in the course of his remarks he
expressed entirely different views from thoae of
Rev. John Ilall, stating tnat there was much more
destitution than was generally known.

sh. Hall's explanation.
Rev. John Hall said he wished to correct a misapprehensionon the part of the last speaker wno

had addressed the meeting. He did not state that
tbere*wus no want, but simply that the agencies of
relief should not be multiplied and made still costlier.He hoped that the Committee would act with
their eyes open, as a great deal of good could be
done be done by directing charity Into its proper
channels.

th* committee on contributions.
The Chairman then announced the following as

the Committee of FifteenMr. A. E. orr, chairman;James Arkell, J. W. Mcculloch. Henry W.
Smith, Alexander Brownell, Edward Hlncken,
William Hlanctiaril, E. 1L Livermore, A. E. Kent,
J, H. Urake. Topham Mills. Caarles R. Uickox,
George I). Cragln, L. B. Snaw and E. IL Tompkins.
Tne meeting tnen adjourned.

THE WORK OF ST. JOHN'S GUILD.

From the Rev. Alvah Wiswall, Master of St.

John's Guild, the following Interesting details of
the work of that energetic organization have been

obtained:.
t csienimy. mini mi c«nj m/u, iu

till nightfall, the open court in front of tlie Guild
waa thronged with people, rich and poor, with one

Incoming stream of visitors bringing food, clothingand nionev, the other an outgoing stream
bearing packages to tue poor of the
neighborhood. The mother* of City-three
children told their piteous stories to the
lady in charge of the clotutng bureau. They were
immediately visited by members of the Guild.
M.iuy others applied, who, upon visitation, were
proved to be Impostors, but the filty-three above
referred to were louna In great distress and at
one* turolshed with needed garments. Over '260
articles of diess, ail the gilts ol generous hearts,
were distributed, besides many blankets, qulltsi
Ac. In the Guild office several gentlemen were
engaged all day in packing groceries and provisions,winch were distributed to over too larniHies whose stories of hunger had been corroborated
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nj me visitors. Bare are a few or the cases:.
M'8. B., huluvan stieei. rear, pawned the last
chemise oi ner eldest daughter and a tablecloth,
tlie uuiy articles left to pawu, in order to vet biead
loroetsell, husband and Ave cluidren. wbea she
was told toai assistance would be given ner ane
burst into teats and sobbed lor nearly an hour as
If heartbroken and said, "I am so thankiul,
Madame; 1 would never liave asked chain/ lor
myseli, but, 1 could not bear to aee my baby and
my children starving."

Mrs. W., Canai street (the names and preciseaddresses in some instances, by special
request ot the uuhappy but sensitive people, nave
beeu suppressed), had a sad atory. on visiting

I the wretcned home, it was iound on a top door,
Ooailug with water, a regular pond, with dripping
icicles iorined on the leaky .roof. This was the
pleasant dwei.ing of a istner, mother, aud three

I children. 'J wo years ago smallpox attacked the
euure lamil.v. Tliey were oouged to accept the
obtrusive hosjiltaiitiee of the Pesthouse
on black welt's Island. The health authu.ities
kindly d. stroyed all their luruiture. They have
never been able since to replace It. ihey were entirelydestitute; they had no food, no coal. no
wood, and barely enough clothing 10 cover them.
certainly not hall enough to urotect them from
the weather. Tuey were lurnlahed all these necessariesby the build. How thanklul tney would be
li work, however small, could be obtained, so that
they could tide over tne hard tunes stnl heiore
theini
At No. 242 Elizabeth street, lira. Thompson, a

widow wun two children, had just been served
w.tu a di possessing wariant by her landlord. Mie
bad applied to the uskalp tor rebel, and had been
reierred to St. John's liuild. A visitor at once
Called on her and louud her a worthy, industrious,
quite a nice person. She has been out oi employmentlormoutns, and had wandered dally up and
uown the city seeking work and lading to hud it.
Tuis rent quesueu, Mr. WLswali says, Is the
great difficulty. It Is Impossible to meet It with
an v tump like the funds as yet raised to meet the
wants ot the hour. The Imperative need, of
course, is lood, and then comes clothing and
BUeiter. For the miserable accommodations
In many ol the tenements the rents extortedare exorbitant in the extreme. Tne
landlords, too. or their agents, are proverbiallyhard people to deal with, and the
question seriously presents itself whether thousandsmay not be homeless ere many weeks
elapse. In tins particular case an exception has
beer, made, and the rent will be paid to-day.
Mrs. Miller was found In a cellar Ave leet by ten,

In the rear building oi ho. 146 Sul.ivan street. The
floor was bare; there was not a stick oi furniture.
An old trunk stood in one corner. There was uo
lire in the fireplace. The bedding for the poor wo!man and her husband consisted of one quilt, one

aiyzed wiili rheumatism and could uotspeuK above
a whisper. A deceut, worth; couple, the; had
sought work with the persistence 01 despair uuv
vauingly. The rent was (6 a month, clothing,
becuuug, wood and groceries were sent in by the
Guild.

in Spring street Mrs. B., a widow, seventy
Sears of age, was found resigned!; reading the
ibie, with her gioves on. The room was the perlectiouof neatness. The old lad; said she was

"quite comforiuble, except she had no coai or
lood." She had been supported b; her children,
who now tound the; could not d It an; longer.
Her rent had been paid by them up to the 1st or
March. l p to this year she had never known wuat
want was. She was astonished at the ternbl;
hard times.
On the top floor of NO. 28 Oak street Mrs. Ellen

Sampson, her husband and several children were
lound starving. The; had had no work lor weeks.
Everything had been pawned.
on the second floor ot the same building Mrs.

Lamner and her famll; were tound in a similar
coudition.everything pawned, no food, no Are
and no ciotnes to speak of. Assistance was speedilylurmshed la both cases.

TKICkS OK IMPOSTORS.
A number of impostors called at the office of the

Guild, ami, with practised glibuess, toid melau|ciio.y stories and gave lalse names and uddresses.
Their ingenuity 01 invention was unprofitable to
themselves, and only wasted some time lor the
members of the Guild who were sent to verify their
stoiies. This Is In no case ever omitted. Ihe importance01 this prompt Inquiry la abundantly
manifested by the very tact alluded to.

AN URGENT APPEAL.
As Mr. Wiswall was starting for the Produce Exchaugc,where, as previously announced, he was to

explain tne working ot the Guild and the circumstancesof the destitution in the section oi the city
covered by its operations, a woman came up with a
gad story of trouble. "For God's sake," she said,
"let a visitor come at once; my children are
starving." Her story was corroborated in
every particular by the neighbors, who gave
the highest character of these poor people. The
husband had ottered to work lor $4 a week and
comd not get anything to do even at that price. In
twenty minutes tne cnildren were eating. There
is no circumlucatlon or delay about the way the
St. John's Guild examines and assists the needy.
Tuev quickly Una out they are right and then go
ahead.

OOOD WVESTMKNTS.
As Mr. Wiswall was leaving the Produce Exchuugea gentleman, who remsed to give his name,

said he "had just made $5. Would Mr. Wiswall
invest it lor him?" Another, equally resolved not
to let his left hand know what his rleht hand was
doing, asked if Mr. Wiswall wonid reiuse to be Ills
aimoner tor $10. Mr. Wiswall had no scruples in
the matter and feit that it would be a good thing
if many more could be encouraged to go and do
likewise.
Among those relieved yesterday at thrf office of

the Guild were several voumr men of culture and
The highest recommendations, fully qualified to
hold responsible positions. Most of them had, indeed,been welt off till me panic shook them down
from their postitions like an earthquake. These
are salesmen, chemists and others. Their addressesare with the Unlld, and communications
are earnestly invited from employers willing to
lend a helping band. They will work cheap,
and the Guild will guarantee that they will
work well. Rev. Alvah Wiswall lias been en-
gaged In this work among the poor for
over fourteen years, and can tell with comparative
ease whether intemperance or other vice has
helped in bringing men into such dire Btralts. In
these cases he is sure they are In no way to blame.
At fcarle's Hotel, at the corner of Centre and

Canal streets, a poor box has Dcen opened. Its
contents will be devoted to the supply of soup
tickets lor toe relief of the Sixth ward. It is an
idea worthy of (miration in all our great hostelrtes.
Every Utile helps, and the casual dime or the
price of a sacrificed cocktail may save the liie of a
lellow creature.

A GRATEFUL WOMAN'S THANKS.
lie Centre street, \kNew Yokk, Feb. 12, 1674./

To the Editor of the Herald:.
I hereby in this note beg leave to express my

deep gratitude to the editor of the New York
Herald ror the manner in which he called the
attention of so many kind ladies and gen1tlemen to my wants and to the necesistiles of my family. Being a widow (and my
husband, who formerly worked as an engineer for
J. M. Cornell, being In a better land), withoot hope
almost and wltn nothing to eat in the house, I
feel that 1 might have starved here along with my
children had not Mr. George Middleton, oi Centre
street, thoughtfully Insisted thut 1 should make
my wants knuvn in the uekald, which paperbe said went everywhere, among high ana low.
I did so. and the result is that 1 have been re-
lieved irom the late which many a decent lamUy
nas undergone this winter, lhe following kind
ladies and gentlemen have helped ine, thanks to
the editor ol the Ukrald:.

L»r. K. Burns, $a; J. M. Cornell, 141 Centre
street, paid three months' rent; furs. McCowan,339 West Fifty-seventh street, S-0;
box of clothes by express, from Thirty-
lonrth street (unknown); W. J. Hutchinson, No.
40 Wall street, cash, $10, shoes and Canton flannel;
W. 1). Lent, No. 434 Broome street, $5, cash; T.
8. hay ward, Nos. 20 and 24 Delan-ey street, coal,
meat, bread and vegetables; George Moore, cash,
$l: Mr. Earie, of Earle's Hotel, $2 and groceries;
Mrs. Joseph Stlncr called and gave relief;
Mr. Lynch, $2 worth of groceries; J. P. Ilugan
also relief; Mr. R. 1,. Hurgous, No. 434 Fifth
avenue, $4 in cash; J. Chute, Broadway, %t> In cash;
Mrs. Thomas. $1, and a number of other ladies and
gentlemen who came and helped me. To them I
otfer my gratitude and the best wishes ol my chfl-
dren for their timely leiief, and to Mr. Middleton.
lor what he has done for me 1 cannot forget him.
for to his timely mention 1 ovfe that the Herald
published my statement. Mrs. FORD.

POPULAR SYMPATHY.
The National Guard Armories as Be-

treats for the Poor.
To thr Editor or tiis Heralding*that every kind hearted person is suggesting,through the columns of toe Herald, ideas to
help the worthy poor through the winter, with
your permission 1 propose that the armories and
driurooms of the First Division, National Guard, be
used as soup houses and sleeping quarters, temporarily.Their close proximity to the meat and
vegetable markets of the city commend them as
specially suited for charitable purposes; besides,
tney could he had without rent it the proper anitaurines chose.
Their fitting up for culinary purposes would be

an easy matter, without injury to tne property
therein, ror sleeping accommodations they are
admirably suited.the large drllirooms lor the
males, and the squad and company rooms lor the
females. The bedding could Oe easily supplied,
say, single straw mattresses, tl each. If to be purchased;but I am satisfied that if the Hkkaud
should appeal to the generosity of the bedding
manufacturers of the city enough would be obtainedas donations. blankets could oe got from
the quartermaster General t'nited btates Army
on proper representation of the city authorities,
the same to be properly cleaned ana returned
when good times come again.
The occupation of snch armories would In no

manner interiere with the drills of the troops,
which generally take place between eight and ten
o'clock H. M. The preserration of order would tie
quite easy, as each company could lurnlsh a section01 men under command of a commissioned
officer for alternate Uiiiy, each police precinct to
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furnish a special to keep the loafers and bum* at
bay.
Being a Guardsman mrsali I have no bealtatioo

In sawng the K1rst division bora wooid cheeriulty
co-operate iritn any movement tendiug to help tna
poor. JANNS MOHAN.
448 Benson Stbmt, N«w Yobl

Tk« Poor of the Ninth Ward To «

Halpad.
A meeting or prominent oitlzena of tbe Ninth

ward was held at tbe residence of ex-CommlsaionerLewis, In Fourteentb street, on Wednesday
evening, when preliminary measures were adopted
toward organising relief for the poor of that ward.
A committee of 250 citizens was appointed, and
Commissioner Lrwia announced thai be nad engagedthe Academy of Music lor a dramatic performanceon the evening ol Saturday, February
21. A communication was read irom tbe Murrar
Hill Amateur dramatic Association, offering ibeir
services (or the occasion. Another meeting ol
the committee will be hcla at the same place this
evening to perfect the necessary arrangements.

A Refuge for Women.
Rev. c. 0. Goes, or No. 97 Varlck street, is organizinga commltleo to open a soup and

lodging house (Or women and respectable(untlia*. Several buildings have been
placed at ins disposal, bnt as yet none exactly
suitable. Any charltuble person having one unoccupiedwhich could be devoted to this humane
purpose would be aiding a noble word by communicatingwitu Mr. Coas.

ST. JOHN'S GUILD AND THE DOWNTOWNPOOE.

The following additional contributions were receivedyesterday by Rev. Alvah Wiswall, Tor the

poor ol the Fifth and Eighth wards :.
Through the Rev. S. H. Weston, D. D. :.

Anonymous $s ooALiiue Oirl so
For St. John's Guild lor the Poor 3 oo
Mrs. F. W. Griffith & oo
A. V. H. Btuyvesaut 60 oo
8. F. T 6 00
For St. John's Guild 10 oo
Mrs. Caroline \v. Astor loo 00
Througn Evening Express:.

E. M 6 00
Through G. J. N. Zabriskle :.

Albert beebe 25 00
K. li. L. Townsend lo oo
James Cowl 6 oo
Through J. L. Davis :.

E. L. Messett 2 00
0. L 75
Lady 5 00
Auunymous 2 00
Through A. W. Leggat:.

ALittle Girl 1 00
Tue (ollowiug was sent to the Rev. Alvah Wiawell.St. John's Guild office:.

William 1L Duff $50 oo
<<,.an Produce Exchange 10 oo
W. K. A., tor some special case, from ProdaceExchange 6 00
Misses M. C 10 00
W. L. Andrews 25 uo

D. & 00
Simon Fitch 25 oo
Charles B. Brady 5 00
Friend of Comiort 1 oo
A. B. Held 9 30
A Mite lor tbe Sufferiug Poor, from a Friend lo oo
K. M. B 10 00
An Englishman 2 oo
Koselle, N. J 6 oo
C. A. P 5 00
Anonymous 2 oo
Telegraph Operator l oo
j. b. Pnrot 6 oo
Hendrlckson A Tyler...:. 10 oo I
Edwin Lord 6 00
E. A. A., Siaten Island 1 oo

1 00
W. B. Schoener 6 oo
F. Durlee 20 oo
Long Island 5 oo
F. A. Yeuoul 6 oo
A mend lor the poor 2 oo
11. A. Foot 5 00
Mrs. Clossy 10 00
Anonymous.... 1 oo
Latimer Bailey 25 00
D. 0. Watts 60 00
Gussie (iniant's mite) 6 00
Thomas McMullen 6 00

Total $564 55
Previously acknowledged 1,606 oo

Grandtotal $2,170 55
And additional contributions which will be reportedto-morrow.
Many packages of groceries and clothing have

also oeeu received. Contributions may be »ent to
the liKKALD ortlce, or to Mayor liavemeyer, City
Hall: C. V. B. ostrander, President oi tne Merchants'Fire Insurance Company, No. 149 Broadway;Andrew W. Leggat, Collector of Assess-
meuts. City Hall; G. J. N. Zabrlskie, cashier ot
Peooie's Bank, corner of Canal and Thompson
streets; J. L. Davis, Sheldon Si Co., No. 677 Broad-
Vdv unrt l{pv H W«>A(nn D I).. Nn :i kuat.

Forty-Fiith street, or to the Rev. Alvab Wlswall,
Master of St. Jooo'a Guild, St. John's chapel,
Varicit Btreet.

THE RELIEF FUND.

Donations received by the Hkrald for the sufferlngpoor, not previously acknowledged:.
A. W. B., for St. John's Guild $10 oo
C. P. M 5 00
H. B 6 00
Harry, for AUred Biome 2 oo
A Lady. Germantown, Pa 10 oo
M. M. S 6 00 I
A Poor Mother, for Mrs. Ford. 4 00
Freddie, lor some poor little boy 1 50
Opr 2 Oo
A Friend to the Suffering Poor 6 oo
Cnarily, J. B. X., No. 61 4 oo
For the poor. (No signature.) 5 oo
Howard Relief, from Three Bluffers 3 00
Howard Relief, from iL K. 6 00
St. Jonn's Guild, Irom L. C 2 oo
St. John's Guild, from C. B., Jr 10 oo
Mamie and Lddie 2 00
Wnliam V. Brohaw 6 00

Howard Relief Association.
Subscriptions from February 10 to 12, Inclusive,

reported by Hatch A Foote, Treasurers:.
John Le Count $5 00
Otto Peterson 6 oo
Tetens A Brockman 25 oo
j. J. Astor, additional 600 oo
G. L. 25 00
8. B. R 10 00
Mrs. Schenck 10 oo
R. O. C 10 00
K. W 6 00
H. Maxwell 2 oo
J. B. H 5 oo
B. H. C 10 00
Mr. Simmons 3 oo
C. L. B lo oo

A. M 10 45
Cotton Excnange, by D. G. Watts 160 oo
Cotton Exchange, by D. G. Watts, additional125 00
T. K. Gibbs 60 oo
B. W. Huntington 5 oo
W. K. H 10 00
Miss T. 0. Lake 25 oo
F. Durfee 20 oo
L. B. L 15 oo
A. L. Thompson 50 oo
J. H. Herring 25 oo
S. D. Tompkins 20 oo
Soiomon Bros 25 00
Alfred Benjamin 10 oo
Mr. Aarouson 10 00
Sundry caan subscription*. 1100

Total $1,192 45
Previously acknowledged l,o&4 70

Grand total $2,247 16

Two Dollar* for the Italian and On* for
the Poor Monkey.

To tub Editor op tbx Herald:.
Will tbe editor of the Herald oblige by giving

the $2 enclosed to the poor Italian, Ganganllla
Tophaggi, or Mulberry street mentioned in today'spaper. The |1 bill Is for the use of the
"emaciated monkey" spoken of In the article.
The great Wesley has said that the dumb beasts
shall rise In evidence against us In toe last day.
.February 11. E. L.

Charity's Appeal to Women.
To Titi Editor of Tni Herald:.
Enclosed yon will please And $1.a "widow's

mite".to be added to the fond yon have started
for the relief of tbe poor in our city. Where are
the wives of oar miillonnatres T Why are tbey
silent and Inactive amid all this suffering and destitutionr What man bat would gladly and proudly
give of his abundance, were his wlie to ask It, in
such a cause i O women, with suoh strength and
power in your hands, hasten, for humanity's sake,
to the aid of the starving, helpless creatures who
are dally dying so near your very door

^
CHARITY.

Children's Charity.
Tijrogo's Neck, Feb. 11, 1874.

To the Editor op thh Herald:.
Please send this ($1 60) to Mrs. Bridget McCarthy,of No. 6 Vandowater street. We took It from

our bank and hope to send more soon.
THREE LITTLE BOYS.

Fifteen Hundred Loaves of Bread for
the Hungry.

New York, Feb. 12, 1874.
To the Editor op the Herald:.
Enclosed please And thirty orders each for

fifty loaves of bread dally on Mr. John White,
Bo. 1^ Vatharine street, which 1 would Vc happy to

JE SHEET.
have yon distribute to those Institutions whim
have been lately <pened lor the asstaiance ol the
needy poor. The bread will l>o delivered to any
parties presenting one of these orders, at any
Place Within two miles ol the bakery. UeapectfoUj,P. A. MAYOK. No. 42 Mott atreoU

Aa Offer or Brvad.
Niw Yohk, Feb. 12, 1874.

To rn Editor or rsa naaaLo:.
I will supply twenty-live loaves of bread dally,

for the next thirty days, to anv soup house started
Id the Twenty sedbnd ward. Yours, ftc.,

TUOA. KELLY, No. 17 Barclay street*

Generous Donation bp .Sixth Arenas
Storekeepers.
313 Sixth Avknub, Feb. 12, 1874.

To tn Editob or the Hkkald:.
Enclosed please find check for $181, donated by

a few of the Sixth avenue storekeepers, which you
will please scud into the St. John's uuild for the
Buflering poor, and greatly oblige, Ac., LoVK.

A Baker's Charitable Offer.
Nrw Yokk, Feb. 10, 1374.

I« mi C.UITUR or TBI UBBALI)..
I see you are pleading for the poor. I will make

this offer, that I will furnish all the bread at cost
for charity donations. j. a. DUNCAN.

021 Pearl street.

C»«t-olT Clothing.
New York, Feb. 12,1871

To thr Editor or thr Herald:.
Please send to tuu office tor a lot of cast-off

clothing tor the use ot those who mar require it.
EDGAR K. HDlji.EY,

Globe Fire Inanrance Company, No. 176 Broadway.
A Proffer off Coal for a Soap Home.

New York, Feb. 11, 1874.
To the Editor op thi Hbrai.d:.

I am willing to contribute one ton of coal a week,
for (our weeks, to any soup house opened iu the
First ward. Yours, respectfully,

HENRY 0. SWEET, 143 Liberty street.

Meat for the Oeatitate.
To thb Editor of thk Herald:.

I will deliver twenty-five pounds of good meat to
be dlstrlDuted in the Tenth ward to the deserving
poor. Hespectinlly, A. SWART,
butcher, Washington market, bouse No. 224

Broome street.
New York, Feb. 13, 1874.

Contributions to the Ifew York Juvenile
Guardian Society.

The New York Juvenile Guardian Society
acknowledges the following donations received
to-day, towards feeding the starving poor at its
downtown relief, No. 14 Dey street:.
Edward Matthews $50
Henry P. Terhune A Co 25
Richard Irvin 10
A. A. Thomson A Co 10
Deppeler A Hammerer 5
L. V. H 5
K. 1. A Co 6
L. D. W 2
Union Stove Works, one stove.
J. L. Mott Iran Works, one range.
lucnaruson, uoyuion a uo., one stove.
Front Street, one barrel of flour.
Ferguson A Loit, Dey street, Ave barrels or vegetables.
llcyman A Mack, QudBon street, flrty loaves of

bread daily.
J. Milbau's Sons, one case of Leiblg's extract

meat.
This society appeals to the pnblic for aid in carryingforward the work of relieving the wants of

the destitute.
Donations In cash may be sent to William H.

Vermilye, Treasurer. No. 18 Nassau street; Mr.
Jeremiah K. Cary. No. 11 Wall street, or to the
New York Herald. Provisions, Ac., may be sent
to No. 14 Dey street, Down Town Relief.

A Hint tor Citjr Churches.
To tub Editor or tub Herald:.

,

Why Is It that the poor of this city have to
walk the Btreets all night, not having any place
to sleep, when so many Snnday school rooms could
give them shelter with very little expense? This
is irom one who has seen the time when a bench
would have been very acceptable in the army.

A VETERAN VOLUNTEER.

THE POOR OF BROOKLYN.

In the Fifth ward there are a great many tenementnouses, and hundreds of men are out of
work," remarked Captain Bourne, of the Second
precinct, to the Herald representative; "but personallyI am not acquainted with any cases of
downright abject want in my bailiwick. There may
be sucb, however. I do know that a large number
receive assistance Irom the Commissioners
of Charities. The poot are also helped
materially by the provisions which are

distributed in the basement of the Church
of the Assumption, on the corner of Jay
and York streets, so that they need not starve in
the Filth ward. It is not the laboring people out of
work who suuer rue must iu una uuii seosuu, lor

they have no particular delicacy of feeling to preyenttheir coining to the iront and asking for help
when they require it. With the shopmen, clerks, mechamcaand others It Is different. They find it very
hard to stifle the sentiment ol pride which wells up
witnin them whenever the thought of begging or
asking for public charity presents Itself to tuem.
When hunger urags at their vitals, however, this
feeling or pride must give way. In lormer years,
speaking oi the lower order of recipients ol charity
from the city, 1 have known people wno actually
owned their houses to obtain groceries and coal
from the city, it is not so now, however. The
Commissioners are more circumspect in their distributionol relief."
"Have you many lodgers here at night?"
"Well, yes; there are a great many, and a queer

set ol people they are, too. It puzzles me to find
out from whence they come. Shortly alter dark
they will come shamoling along towards the stationnouse in squads 01 Ave or six. They stand
outside and peep In the windows. Then one 01 the
chaps will enter and ask lor lodging. The request
being granted, the new comer will not be
half way down stairs to the sleeping room
when another will enter and ask lor
shelter. And so on they will come in
one at a time. We never see them about the
streets In the day time. They must stop in some
girimtll, I suppose, for the heat, munching biscuit,There Is very little drunkenness In tins precinctlust now, money being too scarce to buy
whiskey."
'there are at present 788 Inmates In the Kings

County Almshouse. The amount of provisions
consumed by them last week was $703 79, being
ninety cents per inmate, lu the Nursery there are
414 inmates; m the Hospital, 401; in the Cunauc
Asylum, 838.

SnfTering tn Uowsnoi.
"I know of a genuine case of destitution in this

precinct," said Sergeant Hal), of the Eighth subprecinct,to the writer yesterday. There is a
Jamily named RoDlnson, consisting of man and
wife and lour children, the youngest being twelve
months old. They reside on the northeast side
of Thirtv-slxth street. Uowanns. near Third ave-

nne. The father 01 the family U a machinist by
trade, but lost bis job last fall. Be obtained some
work as a laborer lor a time, but he u now
emaciated by disease, having Brlght'a disease
or the kidneys, and is nnable to do anything,
either for the relief of his family or
himself. To add to the misery of this ramily one
or the children is lying at the point of death. The
case Is one really deserving attention and assistanceat the hands or the charitable. It is due to
their neighbors to state that much aid in the matterof lood has been extended them turoughout
the winter. Two weeks ago they received an orderfor $2 worth ol food from the commissioners
of Charities; but that was not much help to
a family of six. I hope, sir, that the
publication of this case In the Hkrwu
may attract the well disposed to their
assistance. "There is another case of want with
which 1 am also lumlltar In Thirty-ninth street,"
said the .sergeant. 4,There Is the tamilv or a Mrs.
Barrey, a widow, and fonr young children. The
husband was buried a few weeks ago, and his
widow and children are wltnont means ol support,depending upon the charlfy of the well dis-
posed people In the neighborhood."
A soup house lias been opened by the Societyfor the Aid of Helpless Women and Children at No.20 Concord street, where mod can tie partaken of

on the premises by all who may require it. Breadand soup can also be taken home by lamllies Inwant. People are requested to purchase tickets,which are ten cents each, lor distribution.
The Poor of the Twtatyftnt Ward.

To tiir Editor of tiik Hkralp:.
0 In an article in jonr issue of yesterday you say
that a gentleman In the Twenty-first ward la
actively engaged In organizing a committee to
assist the worthy poor of (hat ward. Now, sir,
that is hardly necessary, as there la and has been
a regularly organized committee of sixteen visitorsin that ami every other ward of the city ef
ineinbors of the "New York Association lor
improving the Condition of the Poor." This committeehave expended in the Twenty-first ward
about 43,ooo the past three months lor the relief
of the poor, and the noble work still goes bravely
on. Any wort hy person in distress, or any person
knowing oi such, by applying or sending the
names of such to the office of Messrs. rullman
Pros., No. 246 East Thlrty-fiith street, or at their
factory No. 222 East Twenty-eighth street, wll!
roc. prompt.ufoo.. Jf)m pnuMAKi

Cbolrmtn Botrd of Tutor* iweuu-flrsi ward.

THE PATJPEB D2AD.
The recent and Indeed present Invostlgailof

Into the conduct of matters concerned wits the
burial or the unknown dead of New York hat
caused no small wonderment among that class 0*
people who, never having the Interest in the pooi
which they should have, know little of tut
doings and sufferings of the lower oiasses. For,
alter all, the rotter's Field Is really the place »
burial lor those too poor to pay for decent inter
inent in a cemetery. To be snre, the Potter'r
Field Is also made the receptacle lor the corpses of
all those who have not been Identified by irtendk
or relatives. Hut these are only a percentage
the vast number of those who are burled in this
deso ate pauper cemetery. The poorhousei
or the city and the Almshouse on Uiack
well's lBland, as well as the llellevue and Ubarlty
hospitals, give the largest quota ot dead bodies tc
the Potter's Field. For want of a better place th«
iuwIiqj twhi/tli uro fAiinrt flfttLfi in nnr afrooio «*«-

hunger or starvation; the pustulent corpses louotf
floating in our rivers: the wretched tenants or the
poor hove.s of tnc lower wards, whom nooodj
knows and whose life tuckers out without a sigh
trom friend or relation, these also lind their lust
earthly home in the rotter's Field; t>ut a great
majority of the bodies interred there belong to
people whose whole fortune would not pay or i

grave even In the cheapest of our burying ground*
and whom the city must, therctore, inter. Then
irec cemeteries are public needs around all largt
cities where congregate large numbers of tfet
poverty stricken and the wretched who eke outs
scanty livelihood Heaven knows how and Heaves
knows where.

THK POTTKU'S PltSLD.
TUe original Potter's Field tor the city of New

York was situated in what is now Washingtoi
square, and which was afterwards transferred inta
a parade ground, having before been the public
place of execution. No doubt the bones oi many
a farmer and long ago forgotten pauper might be
fonnd beneath the green grass of that populu
park. But as the needs of the city grew greatet
and the inhaoltants pushed up town it was loond
necessary to put the pauper burying ground 1b
some more retired location. Ward's Island was
then chosen, and up to the latter part of 1868 01
the beginning of 1869 served that purpose. The
necessity for the establishment of more public
buildings on that island caused the transfcrral
or the Potter's Field once mora to its presentlocation on Hart's Island, which, being
some distance up the Bound, away trom
the city, is probably better chosen than any other
location could have been. Tne island (luring the
war hod been used for encampment, but had not
been put to any use since that time, we believe,
until it was bought from the United Btates for the
purpose spoken ol by the Commissioners of Chart
ties aud Correction or this city. Steaming up th<
Bound the barracks where the soldiers were quarteredmay be seen very readily, but

TUB LOCATION
or the Potter's Field is as it were hidden behinf
them, though even were these barracks absent
there would be uothing on the whole island to arrestthe attention ot the passer-by, as tuere is n<
ciianel where services might be performed. n«
tombstone, not even a grass-grown mouud, tc
interest the eye and tne mind. The only
boat which lands at Hart's island is tin
dead boat lroai Belle vue Hospital and tht
islands, and this simply to deposit its
cargo, when it steams rapidly away, as if
instinctively anxious to get away^irom tula aoodi
o. deach. Landing at the duck one walks up <
slight elevation, and, reaching the top and looking
down, the Potter's Field lies before yon. All around
is desolate and sad.no kind hand to deceraM
these graves with the trophies of love and remembrance,not even a headstone to show where is
interred what was once a human being. The bodies
interred here are aB utterly lorgotteu aud wiped
away as if they had never existed. Aud yet all
those lestenng, rotung corpses which lie below
here once had hopes, ambitions, lines and dislikes,tastes, sympathies like ourselves; but aM
that is not even now a remembrance. There U
usually in a visit to a cemetery something consolingin the thougnt and the sight of all
tuose objects ol love which are strews
aoout the graves of lost friends. Heath
Is shorn of some 01 its terrors and one dreads it
less. But burial in this horrible, dreary spot indeedmakes death leariuL Better to be thrown
into ihe open oeean, as on shipboard. Should even
somebody remember the dead here it would be impossibleto know where they lay, aud all that tell*
ol the presence ol the dead is the decaying, lend,
nuugeut stench which on some occasions pervades
the air lor a great instance around.
The Potter's Field probably covers some six 01

aeveu acres or more. It indeed looks smaller than
It is, lor on all sides it is bounded by tue.silvery
waters of tlie Sound, wtucti wasn up against the
banks and within a tew leel 01 the nearest grave*.

how coki'ses a he conveyed.
The marts which inanity supply the dead of thf

Potter's Field are the Heilevue Hospital and thf
C'uarlty Hospital on Black well's Is. and. Tne pauperson the various islauds 01 course are mainij
buried here, but they generally make a short stay
at the Charity Hospital first. Not all 01 these,
however, go to the Potter's Field, lor the most
likely and good looking corpses are selected 101
tne dissecting rooms lu this city and Brooklyn, and,
as shown on tbe investigation, inauy of the re
mains claimed oy friends who have not been no.
titled 01 the deaths of those in the hospitals, and
which are represented to nave beeu sent to tne
Potter's Field have In reality been surreptitiously
carted off to tbe dissecting rooms, where tuey becomethe prey of medical students, only tne tlesh
in tnts case ever receiving burial, the bones being
taken possession of us legitimate property by these
young men who pay $lu each lor the "subjects."

he oniy corpses as a general thing scut to the
Potter's Field, unless there be an unusual glut of
them, are those which have beeu mutilated ol

j- which are emaciated and too old to be 01 any um
lor dissecting purposes. Wuen louud in tue riveri
or streets tney are alwavs. u recognizable, placed
upon the maus lor some three or lour days and
then taseu to the dead house, photographs heiug
taken ol tbein lor tue purpose o( luentthcatiou,
and tne clothes also kept, li tue death lias occurred
In one of the hospitals the corpse Is immediately
scut to the dead bouse without passing through
the Morgue, and Is there immediately boxed up m
a rough deal box, painted red, on which a iiumbei
Is chalked corresponding to the number in the
books ol the hospital, where a corresponding
description may be lound. Sometimes instead oi
the number beiug chalked upon the box a tag If
need. In all these details the authorities are at
times very oareiess, as was proved last summer in
the death of poor Coulson, the Hkkalu reporter,
who, having papers upon his body to prove hll
Identity, barely escaped being seut to the 1'ot.ter'i
Field through the carelessness oi one of the Coronersaud tue singular and almost criminal hurry
the authorities were in to get rid or the corpse.But this carelessness is characteristic. tho wnnii
world over, of tins service. The constant preseuct
ot death makes ineu bruusli and unfeeling. and
there la, probably, little help lor It. The Alder'
manic committee will prouaolv censure this, but
It will be repeated a short tune alter, as it alwayshas been. Once boxed up the remainder of thi
process is very simple. The dead boat, the Fidelity,('onnerly the Hope did the service but she waI
sunk), is at the dock at nine o'clock in the mornIlug and receives usr cargo of dead bodies, and
away she goes.

HOW THE BTTRIALS ARK DONK.
If anything the burials are even more atrociouslysimple than the first disposition of the bodies.

Directly upon the arrival or the dead boat
(which has called in the meantime to pick up any
stray corpses at the various islands) at Hart'f
island, the red deal boxes are speedily tranaierred
OB shore and are wrieeied to the burial place.
These are not separate graves, as Is the case in some
pauper burial grounds, but the tiring lsdoue on the
principle of the French /oust commune. Large
trenches are dug, some ten teet deep, and In thesl
the boxes are plied up one above the other In in*
terminable rows, a lew inches of earth separating
the layers ot corpses. The plan, it would appear,
according to the representation or those who hav<
authority over this Field of Death, is the only
one that Is practicable, as were the dead to
1m <tivi.ii a rrrflva oiinll till' HII!. ( tlikefl UD WOUld
be such that the authorities would be constantly
searching ior new potter's fields to couquer.
Hart's InTaud would nut last more than a couple ol
years with a system or separate graves to each
one, whereas now it will serve indefinitely. In tlit
trench spoken of at the Investigation over txg
bodies had been Interred, but there Is one trench
on the Island in which some 1,300 human cori set
have been interred. This system of course makes
recognition impossible tor friends and relatives,
because to find one body the grave or trench dlgt
gers would have to disturb and pull about perhaps
a couple of hundred, especially if It were placed at
the bottom 01 one of them. It is stated that the
DU11&1 nere ui ujc ruiut&ujs w urauu mitsiui ricuvu

was the cause of the lnvestluatton, and that the
body is, perhaps, In some such position as this.
right at the bottom oi a pit.
The system as it Is practised, has other faults,

however, besides the impossibility of recognizing
or even of searching for friends. The main lault
may be said to be exposure of the corpses in the
lrail boxes to any storm which mav happen. s
heavy rain storm will at any time carry away the
little earth which covers over the boxes In a trench
which has not been flllod up, and the cheerlti,
sight may bo seen of red deal boxes, without num>

bers, enclosing human remains, swimming about
and wedged up against one another, so that »

large amount oi extra labor has to be done to repair
the damage caused by one storm. In summer tune
all this festering mass oi flesh emits a stench whlct
Is lusufTerable even to those who may be passing
up or down the Sound, 500 or 000 yards away. 'I hi
record of Potter's Field shows that at present somt
16,000 bodies are boned there.
The subject Is not a palatable one to handle, hui

It Is one ol the sail needs of a civilization V fclch it
by no means perfect


